
Photographing Your House to Sell
Clutter, poor lighting, crowded 
furniture, messy countertops, 
dead tree limbs, cat boxes, toys 
and leaves in the pool, and cars 
in the driveway all make for bad 
photography.  Remember, you are 
photographing the potential new 
home of prospective buyers.  

Tips for Home Photos
Keep all the bulbs within a room 
the same type, LED, incandescent, 
etc.  Use Soft White bulbs between 
2,700 and 3,000 Kelvins for 
bedrooms and living rooms.  In 
kitchens, baths and utility rooms, 
Warm White between 4,000 and 
5,000 Kelvins work best.  

Too much furniture and decorations 
don’t photograph well, distract from 
the home’s features, and make a 
room look smaller.

Throw rugs and runners in 
entryways, kitchens, and 
bathrooms prevent the floor from 
being clearly seen, plus they’re 
visual distractions in a photograph.

Remove all items from tabletops 
except lamps.  Make sure there are 
no smears or dust on any surface 
as they will show in a photograph.

Don’t leave anything out that’s 
personal or used in the bathrooms, 
including toothbrushes, bars of 
soap, hair brushes, wet towels, 

shampoos, body creams, bath oils 
and candles on the tub.  Replace 
mildewed shower curtains.  Hide the 
toilet brush, and close the toilet lid.

In the kitchen, remove dirty 
sponges, dish towels, dish soap, 
hand cream and other clutter near 
the sink.  Put small appliances, knife 
blocks, paper towels and kitchen 
gadgets away.  Remove photos, 
notes, papers and magnets from 
the refrigerator.  Clean the fronts 
of major appliances – refrigerator, 
oven, stove top, range hood, and 
dishwasher and make sure there 
are no streaks or fingerprints.  Move 
trash cans out of sight.

Outdoors, move all cars, boats, 
RVs, motorcycles, bicycles, etc. 
from the driveway and don’t park in 
front of the house.  Move garbage 
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and recycling cans out of sight. 
Put away garden tools and lawn 
equipment such as hoses.

A swimming pool must be pristinely 
clean with no debris on the surface. 
Make sure pool lights, waterfalls, 
and spas are working before the 
photographer comes.

For the photography session, turn 
on all lights, open blinds, shades and 
curtains, and turn off ceiling fans. 

More than 90% of homebuyers 
scroll through hundreds of listings 
on their laptops and mobile devices, 
they’ll only click on the listings that 
grab their attention. Your job is to 
make them stop and linger on your 
home so they can visualize it and 
make it their next home.  
 Source: Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices



HOME SWEET REWARDS // TWOWINTER 2023

Ideas for Shiplap and Board 
& Batten Accent Walls

Drawing from ship-building techniques, shiplap siding and board 
and batten are striking decorative additions to a home.  Choosing 
the right paint color and sheen will bring the signature aesthetic of 
shiplap and board & batten to life. 

Classic & Charming
Although traditional shiplap is white or off-white, modern shiplap 
can be painted a variety of colors.  Often arranged in a vertical 
or horizontal pattern, the planks are set close together to create 
a look reminiscent of the interior hull of a ship.  Ever popular for 
ceilings, shiplap helps to create architectural depth, even in neutral 
spaces.

Colorful Shiplap Accent Walls
If you prefer the look of neutral paint, but want to bring color into 
your home, opt for blue or gray hues.  If you’re looking for deeper, 
more saturated colors, find inspiration with jewel tones.  Want 
something a little lighter? Get inspired with pale and pastel paint 
colors.

Go Outside
When choosing hues for your home’s exterior, think about 
combinations that speak to the space and its natural surroundings. 
Bring year-round boardwalk vibes with driftwood-inspired shiplap, 
or lean into country cabin design with dark green and brown hues.

Creative Board and Batten Walls
Character-rich board and batten walls create energy within a space 
thanks to varying dimensions—boards usually measure 12” wide, 
while batten is 2-4”, and layouts can be square or rectangular 
varieties. 
 Source: Benjamin Moore Paints

$50off junk
removal 

Redeemable from 1-800-GOT-JUNK? participating franchises. Promotion 
code must be applied at the time of booking, online or through the sales 
centre. The truck team will deduct $50.00 from your junk removal pre-tax 
rate. Cannot be used on single item or minimum charge pickups. This 
offer cannot be combined with any other 1-800-GOT-JUNK? offers and is 
not redeemable for cash. Limit one per customer per pickup. Not valid on 
promotional items. 
Use promo code HOMESERVICES50.
1-800-GOT-JUNK?, not HomeServices Relocation, is responsible 
for the terms and conditions applicable to this offer. Please 
direct all questions regarding this offer to 1-800-GOT-JUNK? at 
customerexperience@1800gotjunk.com.
Offer valid until December 31st, 2023. Subject to change.

Use Promo Code: 
HOMESERVICES50

Your paint project begins 
at Benjamin Moore

Visit Home Sweet Rewards
to receive a one-time discount 

off fine paints and coatings.  
Once the form is completed, 

you will receive an email with a 
coupon to take advantage of 

the discount.

homesweetrewards-mn.com

LEARN MORE

https://www.homesweetreward.com/home-resources
https://www.homesweetreward.com/home-resources
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Buying or selling a 
home just got easier. . .
and less expensive!
Home Sweet Rewards is a no-cost, web-based resource 
for home-related services that delivers value with a cash 
rebate on most real estate transactions, discounts and 
service guarantees on many real estate-related services.

If you are thinking about buying or selling a home you must register with 
Home Sweet Rewards before contacting a real estate agent.

Don’t miss an opportunity for 
big savings on the purchase or 

sale of a home with a 
CASH REBATE* offer 

through a referral by 
Home Sweet Rewards

Register at homesweetrewards-mn.com

New Home Sweet Rewards Tools & Resources

LIVE CHAT
Home Sweet Rewards visitors now 
have the ability to ask a question 
or add comments through a chat 
feature on the website.  The chat 
will be monitored by a LIVE Home 
Sweet Rewards representative 
during normal business hours.  

LOCAL MOVING SERVICES
Two Men and a Truck is a new 
option for local moves.  This is a 
perfect fit for someone who wants 
to hire a moving company to 
transport Household Goods within 
the same city or nearby suburb.

NEW LENDING OFFER
Apply for a purchase loan with 
Prosperity Home Mortgage between 
11/21/2022 – 03/31/23 and if interest 
rates go down, PHM will cover the 
cost of the loan origination fee (up 
to $1,395) when refinanced with 
PHM by 12/31/2025.

BUY NOW.
SAVE LATER.

LEARN MORE LEARN MORE LEARN MORE

NEW FEATURE

LIVE CHAT
NEW MOVING SERVICE

TWO MEN 
AND A TRUCK

NEW LENDING OFFER

REFINE
YOUR RATE

https://www.homesweetrewards-mn.com
https://www.homesweetreward.com/
https://www.homesweetreward.com/moving-tools
https://www.homesweetreward.com/home-resources


5 Things You Should Never 
Keep In a Storage Unit
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GET A QUOTE

True-Mover provides home sellers 
and buyers access to a preferred 

network of trustworthy and 
competitively priced household 

goods moving and storage solutions.

FULL SERVICE LOCAL OR
LONG-DISTANCE MOVES

SMALL SHIPMENTS
AND STORAGE

Incentive eligibility on real estate transactions: (A) requires customers to work with the Home Sweet Rewards program through the dedicated toll-free number or the online request form and to utilize the real estate broker/agent specifically referred by the program consultant 
for home sale or purchase; (B) may not be available to individuals receiving certain corporate relocation benefits, subject to a review of specific policy restrictions and other benefits received for the same property transaction; (C) is not available by contacting any real estate 
office directly; (D) is available to customers not currently under contract with a real estate sales professional to buy or sell; (E) requires a minimum home sale price of $100,000, excluding land only transactions; (F) is based on a broker commission rate of 3% for a single-sided 
transaction, if your actual commission is less than 3%, your benefits may be reduced; (G) except where this program is prohibited by law.

*State Restrictions: Some states restrict rebates but allow an equal discount to be applied. Buyers are not eligible for a rebate or a discount in Alaska, Iowa, Kansas, Mississippi, Missouri, Oklahoma, Oregon, and Tennessee.  Buyers may be eligible for a rebate, only from the
 real estate broker in Alabama and New Jersey.  Sellers are not eligible for a rebate or a discount in Iowa and Kansas.  Sellers may be eligible for a discount, only from the listing broker in Alabama, Alaska, Mississippi, Missouri, New Jersey, Oklahoma, Oregon and Tennessee.  

©2023 HomeServices Relocation.  Home Sweet Rewards products are offered through HomeServices Relocation LLC. Trademarks are used under license.  Real Estate brokerage services are offered through the owned and operated broker member businesses of HomeServices of 
America, a Berkshire Hathaway Affiliate.  Occasionally, we may refer you to a brokerage which is not a member of one of our business networks.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  This offer is available to the general public.

Home Sweet Rewards is brought to you by HomeServices Relocation, LLC, a privately held company and a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Home Services of America, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate and the largest real estate company in the U.S.

Call us toll free at (866) 678-7356
Monday-Friday 8:30AM to 5:00PM (CT)

Email: relo@homeservices.com

Whenever you find yourself in need of a little extra space around the 
house or a place to keep some seasonal decorations, you can always 
rely on your personal storage unit.  While this level of flexibility is 
often one of the key draws of renting a personal storage unit, there 
are a few things you should always avoid storing inside of them.

1. Combustible or flammable materials
These items are considered to be “inherently dangerous” and are 
usually prohibited from most storage facilities. 

2. Unregistered vehicles
One thing you’ll want to take note of is whether or not stored vehicles 
in your state require their registration to be up-to-date.  When an 
unregistered vehicle is kept in public storage facility, some states will 
classify this as an abandoned vehicle.

3. Scented candles and soaps
Items with a strong scent can be stored, but often also attract vermin 
such as rats and mice.  Aside from scented candles and soaps, 
anything with a strong scent, like makeup, perfume, lotion, etc., should 
also be stored with caution. 

4. Medical supplies
While seemingly innocuous in nature, you should always proceed with 
caution when looking to store medical supplies and equipment.  Many 
of these items contain radioactive material that cannot be legally 
stored within a self-storage facility.

5. Firearms and ammunition
Many self-storage facilities prohibit the storage of firearms.
Ammunition cannot be stored in a storage unit, regardless of whether 
or not it is stored with or without firearms.  Ammunition, much like 
other combustibles are considered to be inherently dangerous and 
cannot be stored within a storage facility.  Source: Two Men And A Truck

https://www.true-mover.com/
mailto:relo%40homeservices.com?subject=Home%20Sweet%20Rewards%20Inquiry

